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Background 

As members will be aware, the parish council current strategy makes reference to the 
Council as trying to make the parish a ‘sustainable and environmentally friendly place 
to live and work’. To this end, how is Council working towards this and could, or should, 
it consider declaring a Climate Change Emergency to make a commitment in 
addressing the climate and nature emergency? 

In February 2020 1,432 jurisdictions in 28 countries had declared a climate emergency. 
This means in Britain now over 85 per cent of the population lives in areas that have 
declared a climate emergency, that is over 400 councils all together (Source: 
climateemergencydeclaration.org). Hundreds more are working towards making their 
organisations Carbon Neutral. 

Why should HWPC work towards Carbon Neutrality?  

Is it because it is an emergency?  

Is it because as a Parish Council, being the lowest level of government, it is a powerful 
statement, with the potential to make it a social norm that it exists as an international 
emergency? 

But should it consider if all levels of government have declared and what are the 
implications if they haven’t?  Will Haydon Wick declaring a climate emergency cause 
conflict for the local area or could it act as a trigger? 

A key role for any town and parish councils is to provide leadership and effective 
communication to its residents and business within its area.  If it does wish to declare, 
suggested actions a Parish Council could take include: 

 

1. Hold a public meeting to share ideas and decide how the parish should act 

2. Invite community members to join the Climate Change Working Party 
3. Undertake an audit of current practices and improve where possible in areas 

like: 

i. energy use 

ii. recycling 

iii. cleaning products 

iv. vehicles 

v. weed spray 
4. Investigate initiatives to reduce carbon emissions such as 20mph speed zone in 

the Parish  

http://www.climateemergencydeclaration.org/


5. Pledge to continue wildflower creation, tree planting and similar projects 
6. Consider carbon output in all decisions made at Haydon Wick Council 
7. Develop a communication strategy to bring as many residents along the journey 

of reducing Carbon emissions as possible. 
8. Work with other Councils and Organisations to develop coherent plans. 

Additional sources of information 

• Friends of the Earth has published ‘20 actions parish & town councils can take 
on the climate and nature emergency’. Further sources of information: 

• Declaring a Climate Change Emergency - Local Government 

• Councils who have declared a Climate Emergency (list) or Map  

• Attached is also a briefing document Stroud District Council’s Simon Pickering.  

Managing Expectations 

When making any decision Council will need to consider how it manages residents’ 
expectations. It should be shaped in partnership with the community. 

But is Haydon Wick ready for the challenge?  As there will be financial and time 
implications to making The Council operation Carbon neutral.  The Council will need to 
recognise it will be essential to give members of staff and possibly some Councillors 
the skills necessary to audit the council’s footprint.  

Any decision could present an opportunity to work with other local Town and Parish 
Councils in Swindon. For example, Highworth Town Council has declared an 
emergency and Swindon Borough Council has committed to going carbon neutral by 
2030. 

Clerk’s Recommendation 

To recommend to Full Council to consider setting up a Climate Change Working Party 
to develop a plan for how environmental sustainability may be achieved, and to develop 
a plan to make Haydon Wick Council carbon neutral by 2025. 
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