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Minutes of the Planning and Highways Committee Meeting held on Tuesday  
5th March 2019 at 7.30 pm at the Council Offices, Thames Avenue, Haydon Wick 
 
In attendance:  Councillors P Booth (Chair), L Brown, D Smith, S McDermott, 
A Roupelis and R Worman 
 
Also in attendance:  Assistant Clerk:  Caroline Roberts 
                                 Councillors R Hailstone and V Manro 
 
1   Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J Fuller (holiday) and P Martin (work 
commitment) 
 
The reasons for absence were accepted.  
 

2   Declarations of Interest for items on the agenda 
 
 None 
 
3   Public Participation  
      
 There were no members of the public present. 
 
4   Chair’s Announcements (if any) 

  

 Councillor Booth welcomed Councillor Maureen Penny, Cabinet Member for Highways 

and the Environment, and Philip Martlew, SBC Highways and Transport Manager to the 

meeting. 

                 

5    Minutes  

5.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 5th February 2019 were agreed.  
 
      Proposed:  Councillor L Brown               Seconded:  Councillor S McDermott          
      Vote: Agreed with three (3) abstentions 
 

  RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee  
  Meeting held on 5th February 2019 be signed as a correct record.  

 
  6   Question Time 
 

The following questions were put to Councillor Maureen Penny, Cabinet Member for 

Highways and the Environment and Philip Martlew, SBC Highways and Transport 

Manager and responses noted.    

What is the Borough Council’s policy on enforcing Highway/Traffic Management plans 
with reference to planning applications in areas where there is congestion, ie. schools, 
etc. 
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  No vehicle movements around school pick up times etc, and they’ve been ignored in   

  the planning conditions. Then if they do, there are no enforcements taking place.   

If planning officers don’t take on board they are lost at that stage.  There is not much we    

can do about that. There may be good reasons why they aren’t being taken into  

consideration – they may not stand an appeal. 

If they are ignored, they are brought to the enforcement planning officers’ attention to 

discuss and negotiate with the developers.  Highways Authority is a statutory authority  

for the Planning Authority but they operate separately.  Difficult to speak to their opinion 

without understanding the specifics of the case.  Highways Authority make 

recommendations to the planners and they decide what goes from that point.   

   

  We feel the Health and safety issues are not being duly considered, in particular in the  

  case of child safety.  What is the protocol here?  Would the enforcement officers visit if  

  they are not following the rules?  Yes they would.  Unannounced visits take place to  

  check the conditions are being met. There are specific people who do that regularly.   

   Local  intelligence and Parish Councils are the eyes and ears of the developments. 

 

 Raised the issue of the illegal parking at the bus layby on Haydonleigh Drive  – this 

 has been on-going for two years to get something done and nothing has happened.   

 Northbound and Southbound bus laybys are affected.  

 Response: No Traffic Enforcement Officers are available at the time the vehicle is parked     

in the layby ie. 5.15 am.  Agreed to pass to the Enforcement team with the contact details.  

Staffing on the Enforcement team is being boosted by four more members of staff. 

There has been a number of near misses and accidents at the mini roundabout by  
Morrisons/Westfield Way.  Are there any improvements planned to make this stretch of  
road/junctions safer? 

 
Response: Checked the accident record – we receive data from police on accident 

collisions – 5 years records up to 31st May last year (from police), There were 4 injury 

collisions with slight injuries with no serious or fatal. All as a result of failure to give way or 

observe.   

This is not untypical for a junction in Swindon and not sufficient statistics to get anything 

changed at this junction.  The only common feature of all four incidents is that they all took 

place at night in darkness so under these circumstances would check the street lighting, 

road conditions, route marking. Agreed to get these factors checked again.  

If there were more incidents, we’d look at the causation factors and deal with those ie. 

shrubbery, skidding etc, if it is bad driving very difficult to mitigate.  

There are a number of ways to improve road markings and to highlight that you’re 

approaching a road junction.  Agreed to get a member of Highways team to check the 

junction in question. Will make corrections if they find an error. 
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Blunsdon Road / Thames Avenue – has lots of junctions, pedestrian junctions, sharp 

bends and mini roundabout.  Surely there are enough features on it to warrant a 20mph 

zone? Response: 20mph zones need to be self-enforcing.   

It would be interesting to know what the speed is on this area.  It could be the speeds are 

already operating on low speed.  Speeds have to be brought down by traffic calming 

system.   

It was pointed out that there is a sharp bend onto Westfield Way and buses are unable to 

navigate when there is queuing traffic.  The Parish Council has suggested yellow hatching 

and hopefully drivers will keep that clear.   Chairman asked for a report to be produced 

after an officer has visited the areas.  

Thames Avenue has had a lot of investigation and it’s a perennial problem that requires 

future debate. 

 
Request for further information on the new proposals for Turnpike junction on the A419  
and why the Borough are not pressing the DOT for a fully up to standard junction instead  
of another “botched” scheme? 

 
The Strategic team at SBC have put together a briefing paper. Nothing has changed 

significantly since January 2019 – which still needs to be circulated to all councillors. The 

developments are still subject to significant modelling and assessment works with 

Highways England. Representatives from the team will come out and have a separate 

meeting with us about the detail in this brief and the impact of the new bridge and 

roundabout in Blunsdon – all are in the mix but not in a firm stage, still being modelled. It 

is too previous to invite them in at this stage.  

It was asked if the money for the bridge has been agreed. Not yet confirmed. 

Since by-pass built it is not considered fit for purpose – it is sub-standard and problems 

increase daily by the volume of traffic.  It was asked if there is a possibility of a standard 

junction being put in. This proposal is not a solution and will not alleviate any of the 

problems. 

The Parish Council is interested in a further discussion.  Response: Optimum time when 

officers have more to discuss with us.  Highways England will always favour getting traffic 

off the A419.  That’s why we’re are trying to do something about it.  We’re not at a stage 

yet.    Questioned whether Haydon Wick Parish is the right one to be taking this on? 

All committed development will be taken into account.  It’s the uncommitted that is not yet 

considered. 

Highways England costs s106 monies - who will pick up the bill? Response: Highways 

England and Developers through s106 monies SBC … whatever we do on that junction is 

going to be a multi-million-pound project and we will seek Government funding. 
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It was suggested that a joint meeting be arranged with Blunsdon, St Andrews, North 

Central PC and Haydon Wick.    Pre-emptive meeting to be set.   

The Borough Council’s policy about parking on the verges and parking within  
roundabouts.  Question if the Borough has actually taken anyone to court and secured a  
prosecution?  

 
Enforcement activity only able to take place where existing parking restrictions are 

already.  If none, can fall back on any by-laws which exists but haven’t used this route for 

many years as have to prosecute through court.  SBC chosen not to introduce traffic order 

to prevent in this area.  Obstructions are a police matter and unlikely they will seek to take 

action on roundabout parking – for example in Redhouse. Ward Councillors in that area 

are very aware and they are resolving issues.  Eastbury is the next area. 

It was questioned that if you stop people parking where will they go?  If yellow lines 

parking, it is a SBC issue but the reality is, we don’t have the Enforcement Officers to 

enforce it.  We could paint the whole town yellow but we can’t do anything about it!  

Penalty charges on yellow lines on verges – more likely contravention of.  

North Central PC consultation parking on Whitworth Road – people’s input and what’s 

come of it?  Debate currently having – cosmetic exercise or allow parking?  

The proposed development of the “Snoasis” at the Oasis Leisure Centre, and the potential  
increase in the volume of traffic.   It was suggested that this may be a good opportunity to  
re-iterate the need for a link road from Purton Road to Barnfield (Thamesdown Drive  
extension) to cope with the additional volume of traffic this development will  
generate.  The Council understands that the link road has now been removed from the  
Borough Council’s 26 visions, and would like the opportunity to discuss this further.   

 

February 2017 correspondence received with pledge to make the case for the road and 

extension. We put in a bid to Department of Transport for next stage of funding. Bid was 

unsuccessful.  Large local major – had the support of the LEP. No progress made as no 

central government funding through lifetime of the current parliament.   

Taken out as one of our pledges because we are unable to raise the funding. The cost of 

working up the scheme is significant.  Over £1m to work up the bid.  Department for 

Transport advised it was unwise for us to do that as funding is questionable.   

Government is making more funding available through the LEP and is SBC.  

There was s106 £700k which was appropriated for other funds.  No case made at the time 

as SBC was not ready.  But we’ll never be ready because we have been told there is no 

chance of the funds. 

We thought it was put into the top 10 LEP but we did not have enough impetus from 

Swindon and Wiltshire to put together.  Would have been a fantastic opportunity. 
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There are many schemes in Swindon that are going to help the transport schemes in the 

area using LEP and Department of Transport funding.  We have a lot of railway bridges 

that we have to contend with. It is our heritage and our bane. 

The congestion issues around the Moonrakers junction and the impact it may have on  

parts of Haydon Wick Parish and traffic congestion/parking in and around Rodbourne and  

Swindon Designer Outlet.     

 
Consultation update in July and November, December 2018, for signalisation of 

Moonrakers. Team continuing with planning and design of the scheme – funded by LEP 

£2.8m. Start in spring 2020 due to be completed 2021.  More communications coming 

soon.  Involves removal of existing roundabout arrangements.   

Concerns that scheme penalises from North West side of Swindon – ie our parish.  East to 

West you have to filter – it won’t do anything to improve traffic flow on Whitworth Road. 

North and South will flow pretty easily as there is no contradictory traffic.  East and West 

will have traffic coming against you.  Even more people will start going down Pinehurst.    

Action: PM to report back on this.  

Concern was raised that the closure of Mead Way was not advertised well. It had been  

advertised on the radio and Swindon Advertiser, but there were no advance warning signs 

on Thamesdown Drive, as is normally the case in other parts of Swindon, to indicate  

closure. 

7  Planning Applications 

7.1  S/HOU/19/0133LZWI 4 Tarragon Close, 

Woodhall Park 

Erection of a single storey 

side/rear extension 

 No objection 

7.2  S/HOU/19/0181PEKO 15 Harebell Close, Haydon 

Wick 

Erection of a single storey 

front extension 

 No objection 

7.3  S/HOU/19/0155LZWI 12 Sunningdale Road Erection of a single storey 

rear extension 

 Objections:  The development contravenes the following sections of the SBC 

Residential Extensions & Alterations Supplementary Planning Document (Oct 

2011):  

Sections 2.22 and 2.23 in that the proposed development should be subordinate to 

and in character with the main dwelling and not result in a dominant or discordant 

element.  
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Sections 3.6 and 3.7 in that the rear extension must adhere to the separation 

distances and the 45o rules and ensure that rear extensions are of a scale, 

proportion, shape and mass that does not harm the character of the host dwelling.   

  Section 4.12 in that the proposed extension maximises the footprint to the detriment   

  of the design.  Side access to the rear is lost and the extension shape is out of  

  context with the dwelling. 

7.4  S/HOU/19/0205FELY 33 Deben Crescent, 

Haydon Wick 

Erection of detached 

double garage with first 

floor hobbies room  

 The meeting supports the Planning Officer’s recommendation that the scheme is 

amended so that the height is a maximum of 4.2m. 

7.5  S/HOU/19/0204FELY 32 Calder Close, Haydon 

Wick 

Erection of detached 

double garage with first 

floor hobbies room 

 The meeting supports the Planning Officer’s recommendation that the scheme is 

amended so that the height is a maximum of 4.2m. 

 

8 Schedules to Permission 
 

8.1  

S/HOU/19/0027/FELY 

36 Churchfield, Haydon 

Wick 

Erection of a two storey/single 

storey rear extension 

8.2  

S/HOU/19/0015/LZWI 

6 Dowlais Close, Oakhurst Erection of a first floor side 

extension 

 8.3  

S/HOU/19/0017/LZWI 

7 Rother Close, Haydon 

Wick 

Erection of two/single storey rear 

extensions 

8.4  

S/HOU/18/2085/PEKO 

14 Ramsthorn Close, 

Woodhall Park 

Erection of two storey front, side 

and rear extensions and 

retaining wall 

8.5  

S/HOU/18/1968/PEKO 

3 Oberon Way, Abbey 

Meads 

Erection of a single storey rear 

extension 

 
9 Clerk’s Report 

 

An update on Roundabout Advertising Income was provided.   Swindon Borough  

Council has confirmed that there are 3 roundabouts in Haydon Wick that are available  

for advertising, only one is sold which is Akers Way.  The other two, Asda Walmart           

South and Woodhall are vacant, therefore the income at the end of the year will be  
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£506.50. 

  A further request to questions raised at the last Planning & Highways meeting has been 

made. 

 

  An updated list of sites which have the potential for development within Swindon has 

now been published.  The Strategic Housing and Employment Land Availability 

Assessment 2019 (SHELAA) is now available on SBC’s website. 

 

  An enquiry has been received from a local resident concerning the potential re-

development of Green land at end of Marigold Close adjacent to Bryony Way.   

  The response from SBC is that there are no plans to develop on this site, nor would it 

form an allocation in the forthcoming Local Plan Review.  Should in the future any 

proposal comes forward it would be subject to the usual neighbour and parish 

notification.  

 

  Details of the Settlement Boundary Review and the Open Space Audit and Assessment 

Review in relation to the Parish Council have been received.  Invite Councillors to form 

a working party to participate in the update and review. Proposed revisions to the maps 

on the Settlement Boundary Review by Friday 5th April and the Open Space Audit and 

Assessment Review by Friday 17th May.   

 

  Councillor Brown offered to take a look at both of the review documents and advise of 

any changes to the parish settlement boundary before 5th April, and to report back to 

the next P & H meeting on the Open Spaces Audit and Assessment Review. It was 

asked if a site ID or map could be provided for each site.    

 

  Following on from a request to change the white strip to a reflective one on the bollard 

opposite 44 Thames Avenue, SBC has confirmed that an order has been placed to add 

reflective strips to bollards which have this missing.  

 

 Correspondence has been sent to J Tomlinson MP and copied to the Parish Council  

 on a resident’s thoughts on speed limits in Casterbridge Road and Friday Street which  

 currently a 30 mph zone, and considers the limit on these roads should be  

 reduced to 20mph in line with 20mph along Queen Elizabeth Drive. He also raised  

 concerns about the enforcement of the 20mph limit, both the new signs at the top of  

 Casterbridge Road will be obstructed by tree growth and Queen Elizabeth Drive needs  

 20 mph repeaters signs on some lampposts.  Councillor McDermott has raised a query  

 in relation to some of these issues with the Borough Council and will report back at the  

 next P & H meeting.   

     

10 Councillor Reports 

 

Councillor R Worman: reported that the road gulleys on the Haydon View estate had  

been cleaned.  
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Councillor L Brown:  reported that the fence line at a property in Rushmere Path had now  

been reinstated to within the boundary line. 

 

Expressed concern that there had been no advance warning in Haydon Wick of the  

recent road closure along Mead Way.  

  

Councillor A Roupelis:  pointed out that there were a number of uneven and cracked  

foot/cycle paths where the barriers end, around the parish. Offered to send in  

photographs of the ones in question so that they could be passed on to SBC Highways.  

 

11 Informal Consultation V03 Helmsdale 2019 

      

The meeting was advised of an informal consultation V03 Helmsdale 2019.  Swindon  

 Borough Council has been asked to consider introducing parking restrictions on  

Helmsdale.  This request has been submitted to the Council by the local Ward   

Councillors as a result of concerns raised by local residents. 

The intended purpose of the waiting restrictions is to prevent obstruction on Helmsdale.    

 

Local residents have been sent letters giving them the opportunity to make an informal 

representation. Further to comments received, SBC have extended the proposal to  

allow for movement from the parking layby.  The meeting was show the proposed plan 

that is due to be formally advertised over the next few weeks.  

 

After a discussion, the meeting requested that the following questions be raised. 

Why is this scheme being prioritised when there are other areas in Brookdene, areas  

of Oakhurst and Redhouse which are also double parked, and what is the criteria 

for this particular scheme so that Haydon Wick Parish Council can apply this. 

   

 12 Items for Next Agenda 

       

None. 

        

   

 

 

 

  

   

The meeting closed at 9.28 pm                    Chair _________________________ 


