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HAYDON WICK PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Policy & Finance Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 26th February 2019 

at 7.30pm at the Council Offices, Thames Avenue, Haydon Wick 

 
In attendance: Councillors S McDermott (Chair), L Brown, E Gerrard, J Fuller, R 

Hailstone, S Heyes, V Manro, and R Worman. 
 
Clerk:       Georgina Morgan-Denn 
Administrator: Laura Cutter 
  

 
1  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Councillors S Callen (holiday), P Martin (medical 
appointment).  
 
All apologies were accepted. 

 
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

Councillors R Hailstone and J Fuller declared a non-pecuniary interest in the 
Grants Working Party agenda item (11) and took no part in the discussion or 
vote. 

 
3  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

  None present. 
 

4 CHAIR’S ANNOUNCMENTS 
 None. 
  
5 MINUTES  

To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 8th January 2019.   
 

  Proposed: Councillor L Brown  Seconded: Councillor R Worman 
 Vote: Agreed with two (2) abstentions.   
             

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Policy and Finance Committee 
Meeting held on Tuesday 8th January 2019 be signed as a correct record.  

 
6 CLERK’S REPORT  

•  Recently attended a Clerks & Chairs meeting at Swindon Borough Council 
and met with the new Chief Executive to discuss concerns and best practice to 
deal with collective Parish Council concerns. A meeting will be set up with the 
Elections Team at the Borough Council to inform of the process, the Clerk will 
then pass the relevant information on to Council at the nearest meeting or via 
email. 

• Internal Audit 2018-19 is taking place on Friday 8th March 2019 this is in 
preparation of completing the Annual Governance and Accountability Return.   

• Year End Closedown is taking place on 17th May 2019. 

• Banking arrangements will be investigated post-election to ensure bank account 

is best fit for the Council. Tie this in with bank signatory mandate to reflect the 

newly elected Councillors. 
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• Utility Broker has been contacted to consider the Council’s utility bills and 

ensuring that the Council are receiving the best value for money. 

•     Future policies to bring to Committee: 

• Financial Regulations – which incorporates procurement guidelines  

• Savings proposal  

• Flyposting  

7 COUNCILLOR REPORTS  

• Councillor Worman queried whether the Council have had any response from 
residents regarding the increase in the precept.  

• Councillor Gerrard explained that his water bill has increased for 19/20 and 
wondered if the Council’s water supply is metered. Councillor Manro explained 
that water will be deregulated from 2020 and there will be no restriction to just 
Thames Water. 

• Councillor Hailstone advised that West Swindon Parish Council had a spread 
inside the LINK magazine and asked if the Council wish to consider submitting 
articles rather than publishing Haydon Wick “Living”. The Clerk explained that 
she and the Editor (Councillor McDermott) would be meeting with Swindon 
LINK and information will be fed back to the Council.   

 
8 DRAFT EMERGENCY PLAN  

The meeting considered the draft Emergency Plan which was tabled and 
discussed the recent meetings with members of the working party and a Swindon 
Borough Council Officer. Committee requested more time to review the plan and 
it be brought back to a future meeting for recommendation to Full Council. After 
discussion, Committee agreed the recommendation to Full Council that is to 
adopt the draft plan and give delegated authority to the P&F Committee to 
change the plan as it is a living document and subject to regular changes. 
 
Proposed: Councillor V Manro  Seconded: Councillor L Brown 

 Vote: Agreed with one (1) abstention.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: that the draft plan is adopted at Full Council on 26th 
March 2019 with Delegated Authority to Policy & Finance Committee to 
change the plan as it is a living document and subject to regular changes.  
 

9 DRAFT HABITUAL & VEXATIOUS COMPLAINANT POLICY  
The meeting considered the draft Habitual & Vexatious Complainant Policy and 
recommended to Full Council to adoption. After discussion, Committee agreed 
the recommendation to Full Council that is to adopt the Habitual & Vexatious 
Complainant Policy.  
 
Proposed: Councillor R Hailstone     Seconded: Councillor S Heyes 
Vote:  Agreed with two (2) abstentions. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: that the draft Habitual & Vexatious Complainant 
Policy and is adopted by Full Council. 
 

10  HIRE OF PREMISES RATE FOR 2019 
The meeting considered a request from a Swindon Borough Council Department 
wishing to apply for the concessionary hire rate from 1st April 2019. It was agreed 
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to delay the vote until further information is received from and if the savings will 
be passed onto the delegates attending the training. 
 

11   REPORT FROM GRANTS WORKING PARTY 
Committee received a report from the Grants Working Party held prior to this 
meeting on 26th February 2019 and considered three application for funds: 

 
The Tuesday Art Group, Haydon Wick for £640.00 to cover the cost of the room 
hire for their annual exhibition.  

 
 Proposed: Councillor R Worman           Seconded: Councillor L Brown 

Vote:  Agreed with two (2) abstentions.  
 

RESOLVED:  To grant £640.00 to cover the room hire cost for their annual 
exhibition. 

 
 The Emmanuel URC Church for £500.00 towards the running costs of the 

Haydon Wick Festival. 
 

 Proposed: Councillor L Brown            Seconded: Councillor V Manro 
Vote:  Agreed with two (2) abstentions. 

 
RESOLVED:  To grant £500.00 to Emmanuel URC Church to assist with 
the running of the Haydon Wick Festival. 

 
Swindon and Cricklade Railway for £500 towards adaptation of a new railway 
carriage for disabled users and their Carers. 

  
    Proposed: Councillor S Heyes            Seconded: Councillor V Manro  

Vote:  Agreed with five (5) abstentions. 
 

RESOLVED: To grant £500.00 to the Swindon & Cricklade Railway for the 
adaption of the new railway carriage. 

  
With £1,360 remaining in the grants budget the Grants Working Party reviewed 
previous grants received in this financial year and recommended to the 
Committee that additional funds could be awarded:  

 

• Haydon Wick Guides & Rangers - £500  

• The Tuesday Art Group - £100 for their preview show 

• Britannia Majorettes & Miniettes - £160 for the 2 remaining uniforms 

• Roll over £100 to the next year’s grants budget 
 
RESOLVED: To agree to award the above with the additional grants 
towards the costs of their projects. 
 
Proposer: Councillor L Brown  Seconder: Councillor R Hailstone 
Vote: Agreed with two (2) abstentions.  
 
The Grants Working Party also recommended that another £500.00 should be 
given to Swindon & Cricklade Railway. 
 
RESOLVED: To grant a further £500.00 to Swindon & Cricklade Railway. 
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Proposer: Councillor L Brown  Seconder: Councillor S Heyes 
Vote: Agreed with (3) abstentions. 
 
The Clerk confirmed publicity would follow once the grant recipients have been 
informed. 

 
12  EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC & PRESS 

To resolve in accordance with Standing Order 3 (d) that ‘in view of the confidential 
nature of the business about to be transacted and in the public interest, that the 
press and public be temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw’.   
Reason: Contractual information. 

 
13     NORTH SWINDON COMMUNITY GROUP 

A proposal was put forward that Haydon Wick Parish Council becomes a   
founding member of the proposed North Swindon Community Group who’s remit 
is to widen the scope of maintenance across North Swindon, traffic related issues 
and working with local PCSO’s, including some remediation work for offenders. 
This would bring together a modified plan that is also used in other parts of 
Swindon.  There would be no additional costs other than the subscription fee, 
which is reviewed on an annual basis and suggestion is that two Councillors 
would go to these meetings as representatives for the Parish Council.  
 
A few concerns were raised regarding the subscription amount as it was felt this 
should be a cost for the Police rather than the Parish Councils. The meeting 
discussed how the Council could work together with agencies and Swindon 
Borough Council for the benefit of whole of the North Swindon community. 

 
After a thorough discussion, the Committee requested more information is 
available at the Full Council meeting on the 26th March 2019 before this proposal 
will be fully considered. They requested the community engagement plans and 
the group’s terms of reference.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: To consider setting up the North Swindon 
Community Group on the provision that further information is made 
available at Full Council on the 26th March 2019 covering the community 
engagement plans and the group’s terms of reference.   
 

 Proposed: Councillor R Hailstone           Seconded: Councillor V Manro 
 Vote:  Agreed with two (2) abstentions and one (1) against.  

 
 
14 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FOR THE MEETING  

 To provide to the Clerk at least a week before the meeting. 
 
 

    
Meeting ended at 9.17 pm  Signed_______________________Chair 


