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HAYDON WICK PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of Haydon Wick Parish Council held on Tuesday 18th September 2018 at 
7.30pm in the Parish Council Offices, Thames Avenue, Haydon Wick. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Councillors L Brown (Chairman), S McDermott (Vice-Chair),  

P Booth, S Callen, P Eagle, E Gerrard, R Hailstone, S Heyes   
V Manro, D Smith, M Whelan and R Worman.  

 
OFFICERS PRESENT: Georgina Morgan-Denn - Locum Clerk  
          
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS PRESENT:   None present 
 
717 APOLOGIES  
  Apologies were received from Councillors E Baker-Lee (holiday), D Rodgers 

(personal reasons) and P Martin (medical) 
 
  No apologies received from Councillor C Taylor  
 

All apologies were accepted. 
   
718  DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS  
 None declared. 
 
719     PUBLIC RECESS  

There were three members of the public present. One resident enquired about the 
state of the hedge cutting in Baxter Close.  He commented that the current hedge 
trimming was of a poor standard.  The Chairman thanked the resident for attending 
the meeting and explained the Parish Council would be investigating the option to 
cut back some of the shrubs and hedges near main road junctions to improve the 
visibility. It was also suggested that where the parish boundary crosses a road the 
maintenance could be shared with St Andrews Parish Council. Additionally, the 
Parish Council needs to verify with Swindon Borough Council (SBC) whose 
responsibility it is to maintain ivy encroachment. It was also suggested that more 
detailed schedule of works should be issued to the contractor for the next cut in the 
Spring. 
 

Councillor Heyes arrived at 19.44 
   
720 EXEMPT ITEMS - EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC   

As certain items were expected to include the consideration of exempt information 
Haydon Wick Parish Council RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 100A(4) 
of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded during the discussion of 
the matters referred to in the items listed below, on the grounds that it would involve 
the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the respective paragraph 
of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act, and the public interest in maintaining the 
exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information. 
 
Agenda Item 16 – Report from Personnel Sub-Committee 
 

721 MINUTES 
 Members received and approved the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 

Tuesday 21st August 2018. 
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Proposed: Councillor S McDermott  Seconded: Councillor V Manro 
Vote: Agreed with two abstentions.  

 
RESOLVED:  the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on Tuesday 

21st August 2018 be agreed and signed as a correct 
record subject to Councillor R Worman being added. 

 
722 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 Members received and noted the minutes of the following meetings and approved 
any actions and recommendations: 

 
722.1 Planning & Highways Committee held on Tuesday 7th August 2018 
 
 Proposed: Councillor J Fuller    Seconded: Councillor R Worman 

Vote: Agreed unanimous  
 
RESOLVED:  to receive and note the minutes. 
 
Recommendations to be approved 
None 
 

722.2 Amenities & Leisure Committee held on Tuesday 14th August 2018  
 
 Proposed: Councillor R Hailstone Seconded: Councillor P Eagle 
          Vote: Agreed unanimous. 

 
RESOLVED:  to receive and note the minutes 

 
Recommendations to be approved 
None 

 
722.3  Policy & Finance Committee held on Tuesday 24th July 2018  
 
 Proposed: Councillor S Heyes   Seconded: Councillor J Fuller  
          Vote: Agreed unanimous. 

 
RESOLVED:  to receive and note the minutes 

 
Recommendations to be approved 
None 
 

723 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 Councillor Smith confirmed that no action has been taken by SBC Traffic 

Enforcement to stop the parking on verges along Haydonleigh Drive.  
 

Councillor Manro asked for more regular updates to be added to Facebook.  
 
Councillor Eagle reported that Morrison’s drains are blocked and need to be 
reported to SBC.  

 
Councillor Booth queried why you can’t always see the Tommy figure.  It was 
suggested this was due to the angle of the figure and it comes in and out of view as 
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you travel past it.  Also reported what a great initiative Beat the Street was for all.   
Queried the usage of the green bags and vehicle fuel.  The Locum Clerk explained 
the green bags will indeed be over budget this year due to some theft that had taken 
place from the allotment site.  
 
Councillor Hailstone enquired if a Police & Crime Commissioner meeting would be 
taking place in North Swindon as South Swindon had recently had one.  The Locum 
Clerk explained there was a Thamesdown police meeting taking place this week 
which Haydon Wick Parish Councillors would be attending.  He also asked for clarity 
on any outstanding S106 monies (c£360k for Mouldon Hill), which SBC Ward 
Councillor Faramarzi had referred to in the Swindon Voice.  Councillor Faramarzi 
had previously offered to investigate how it was being spent and would report back 
to the Parish Council. He asked if Councillor Faramarzi could be invited to a future 
parish council meeting. 
 
Councillor Fuller explained the signage at the turnpike junction south bound by 
Cricklade Road is confusing for road users and suggested that SBC review it before 
there is a pile up. 

 
Councillor Brown reminded Members of the Council’s Press, Media and 
Communications Policy, explaining that comments from individual councillors are 
not permitted and should be communicated via either the Parish Clerk, the 
Chairman or a Committee Chairman.  She asked any Councillors who were not 
familiar with the policy, to review it.  

 
724    WARD COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
 There were no reports. 
 
725  CLERK’S REPORT 

 

 Hedge Cutting - Envisage commenced a second hedge cut in Abbey Meads 

one month ago. It has taken over three weeks to complete this area and now 

areas near schools are being cut within the next couple of days. The schedule 

will then continue in Haydon End, Oakhurst and finishing up in Haydon Wick. 

The Parish Council has received a number of complaints about the standard 

of the cuts and has called the contractor in several times to address them. 

Explanations include the cuts taking three stages to complete – flail, hand, 

inspect and tidy.  Despite this and asking residents to be patient, after three 

weeks, the Council is still getting complaints.  There appears to be an 

inconsistency in the standard of works and complaints/compliments the 

Council is receiving.   The Parish Council will work with the contractor to 

ensure the issues are rectified.  

 Councillor Vacancy – Councillors were advised that Council has received an 

application for a potential co-opted councillor. Councillors Callen, Manro and 

Booth offered to conduct the interview with Councillors McDermott and Brown 

as reserves. 

 Emergency Plan meeting was chased with SBC again for a date. 

 Vandalism at Sunningdale Road – police confirmed all incidents were looked 

into and suspects not identified.  Case is now closed with no further inquiries.  
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 WW1 memorial bench location number two – members clarified this should 

not be fixed permanently until the extension to the surgery is completed and 

the memorial garden finished.   

 Councillors were reminded that the Policy & Finance meeting on 25th 

September has been cancelled. 

 The Budget planning timetable was confirmed – Committees will be asked to 

consider any budget aspirations in October.  The proposed budget will be 

discussed at December’s Policy & Finance meeting.  Full Council will approve 

the final budget in January 2019. 

 

Councillor Fuller asked for an update on several properties at Jason Close 

and Stardust Crescent by Tadpole Lane (at the back of the Swindon & 

Cricklade Railway) where encroachment has taken place on the ransom strip 

at the back of these properties.  He would appreciate an update from the SBC 

Planning Officer and would like Priory Vale Ward Councillors Elliott, Faramarzi 

and Davies to assist the Parish Council.  

 
726 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
726.1 The Councillors discussed the bank balances report and the schedule of payments 

 for the month ending 31st August 2018 which had been tabled at the meeting. A 
number of queries were raised which the Locum Clerk confirmed she would look 
into.  Councillor Booth asked for the banking and savings arrangements to be 
progressed at the next Full Council meeting.   

 
726.2 The meeting approved the documents and the Locum Clerk requested for two 

approved signatories to attend the office to sign off the payment schedule.  
 

Councillors E Gerrard and R Hailstone agreed to attend the Office to check and sign 
the payment schedule. 
 
Proposed: Councillor S Callen  Seconded:  Councillor J Fuller 
Agreed with one abstention. 

 
RESOLVED:  to accept the content of the reports and to approve the 

schedule of payments 
 

727 GRASS CUTTING UPDATE  
The team will be commencing their seventh cut and be in Thames Avenue from 18th 
September onwards.  At the moment it is unnecessary to use the external 
contractors to cut the 10 play areas in October.  Members confirmed the Locum 
Clerk could contact the Contractor to instruct a cut if required. Councillor Hailstone 
confirmed that the Amenities & Leisure (A&L) Committee is looking at alternative 
machines to improve the quality of the cuts. The Locum Clerk confirmed the grass 
cutting schedule and arrangements would be discussed at the A&L Committee early 
in 2019.  

 
728 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT GROUP   

Councillor McDermott confirmed she is unable to chair an engagement group 
meeting for the foreseeable and would like it added to the next Full Council 
agenda. She reported the Haydon Wick Living magazine copy deadline closes  
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next week (28th September).  The magazine is delivered in November and has 
a shelf life until February 2019.   

 
729 BUDGET 19/20 PROPOSAL 

Councillor McDermott reported there is GDPR implication which means a 
dedicated laptop for the newsletter editor is required in the future.  The Locum 
Clerk was asked to investigate the cost for a new laptop and any associated 
software costs. The new laptop will be required for the Spring edition and 
purchased for January 2019 and therefore impacts on 18/19 budget.  A suitable 
Cost Centre still to be identified.  

 
730 REPORT ON NORTH SWINDON FUN DAY 

The Chairman gave thanks to everybody who attended and helped on the day 
with special thanks conveyed to Councillors Heyes and Manro, for working the 
stand all day.  Councillor Heyes confirmed they had visitors to the stand and 
discussed parish matters - the good weather helped with attendance but it was 
reported the attendance was lower than in previous years.  It was confirmed 
because no specific charity was identified by the event organisers, the 
fundraising which the Parish Council undertook would be donated to Brighter 
Futures. 

  
731  ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 

Banking and Savings proposal. Community Engagement group update. Laptop 
costs. Grass cutting update.  Mouldon Hill update – pending confirmation that 
Councillor Faramarzi is available.   

 
732 EXEMPT 
 
 
733 REPORT FROM PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
 The meeting received the following recommendations from the Personnel Sub-

Committee Meeting held on the 31st August 2018. 
 
733.1 Confidential notes are held on file for this proposal.  

Proposed: Councillor L Brown  Seconded:  Councillor S Callen 
Vote: Agreed 

 
RESOLVED:  Confidential notes are held on file on this proposal. 
 

733.2 To recommend to Full Council that the Locum Clerk will continue for the 
foreseeable future with the weekly hours likely to be in excess of the 20 hours 
whilst holiday cover is needed in the office – the funds will be met from the 
Council’s reserves.    

 
Proposed: Councillor V Manro  Seconded:  Councillor S Heyes 
Vote: Agreed 

 
RESOLVED:  That the Locum Clerk will continue for the foreseeable 

future with the weekly hours likely to be in excess of 
the 20 hours whilst holiday cover is needed in the 
office – the funds will be met from the Council’s 
reserves.    
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733.3  To recommend to Full Council that payment of 61.25 additional hours accrued by 
the Clerk as time off in lieu, is authorised as overtime and paid in September’s 
payroll. 

 
Proposed: Councillor S McDermott  Seconded:  Councillor S Callen 
Vote: Agreed 

 
RESOLVED:  That payment of 61.25 additional hours accrued by the 

Clerk as time off in lieu, is authorised as overtime and paid 
in September’s payroll. 

 
733.4 To recommend to Full Council that the two Administrators are enrolled on CiLCA 

and be mentored as Assistant Clerks-in training at a cost of £1,280 plus VAT. 
 
Proposed: Councillor L Brown  Seconded:  Councillor M Whelan 
Vote: Agreed 

 
RESOLVED:  That the two Administrators are enrolled on CiLCA and 

be mentored as Assistant Clerks-in training at a cost of 

£1,280 plus VAT. 

733.5 To recommend to Full Council that the Assistant Clerk studies the General 
Power of Competence module. Upon completion of the course her role would 
be reappraised during her annual appraisal. The cost is £115 plus VAT. 

 
Proposed: Councillor R Hailstone Seconded:  Councillor J Fuller 
Vote: Agreed 

 
RESOLVED: That the Assistant Clerk studies the General Power of 

Competence module.  Upon completion of the course 
her role would be reappraised during her annual 
appraisal. The cost is £115 plus VAT. 

 
733.6  To recommend to Full Council that the two Administrators salary is increased 

by two scp increments. This increase is a result of additional responsibilities due 
to the introduction of GDPR and training to become Assistant Clerks.  Back pay 
agreed from 1st June to 1st October based on one increment. 

 
Proposed: Councillor D Smith  Seconded:  Councillor M Whelan 
Vote: Agreed with 1 abstention. 

 
RESOLVED: That the two Administrators salary is increased by two  

scp increments. This increase is a result of additional 

responsibilities due to the introduction of GDPR and 

training to be Assistant Clerks.  Back pay agreed from 1st 

June to 1st October based on one increment. 

733.7 To recommend to Full Council that the temporary Amenities Supervisor has an 
appraisal in September 2018, during which confirmation of the Supervisor role 
will be given and permanent pay increase by one increment. 

 
Proposed: Councillor L Brown  Seconded:  Councillor R Hailstone 
Vote: Agreed 
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RESOLVED: That the temporary Amenities Supervisor has an  
                       appraisal in September 2018, during which  
                       confirmation of the Supervisor role will be given and 

permanent pay increase by one increment. 
 
 
21.05 The Locum Clerk left the meeting. 
 
733.8 Council discussed the Clerk’s replacement and subject to confirmation from the 

Clerk of his intention to leave the Council, the permanent role would be offered 
to the Locum Clerk, subject to a remuneration package discussion.  

 
Proposed: Councillor R Hailstone Seconded:  Councillor P Eagle 
Vote: Agreed 

 
RESOLVED: That subject to confirmation from the Clerk of his 

intention to leave the Council, the permanent role 
would be offered to the Locum Clerk, subject to a 
remuneration package discussion. 

 
 
21.21 Locum Clerk return to the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at   9.45 pm.       Chairman:   ___________________ 
 


