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HAYDON WICK PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of Haydon Wick Parish Council held on Tuesday 16th October 2018 at 7.30pm in 
the Parish Council Offices, Thames Avenue, Haydon Wick. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Councillors L Brown (Chairman), S McDermott (Vice-Chair),  

P Booth, P Eagle, E Gerrard, S Heyes, V Manro, P Martin, D 
Rodgers, D Smith, John Jackson and R Worman.  

 
OFFICERS PRESENT: Caroline Roberts - Assistant Clerk  
                                       Sandra Kelly - Administrator 
          
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS PRESENT:   None present 
 
740 APOLOGIES  
  Apologies were received from Councillors E Baker-Lee (unwell), S Callen (family 

commitment), J Fuller (holiday) and R Hailstone (holiday)     
    
           No apologies received from Councillor C Taylor  
 
           Ward Councillor D Renard gave his apologies 
 

All apologies were accepted. 
   
741  DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS  
 Councillor S McDermott declared a personal interest in agenda item 17.  
. 
742     PUBLIC RECESS  
 There was one member of the public present who offered to voluntarily remove ivy  
           on footpaths in Baxter Close and Council confirmed bags would be provided.  
   
743 EXEMPT ITEMS - EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC   

As certain items were expected to include the consideration of exempt information 
Haydon Wick Parish Council RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 100A(4) 
of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded during the discussion of 
the matters referred to in the items listed below, on the grounds that it would involve 
the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the respective paragraph 
of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act, and the public interest in maintaining the 
exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information. 
 
Agenda Item 20 - Councillor Non Attendance 
Agenda Item 21 - Update on Insurance Claim 
 

744     CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR 
The meeting accepted the recommendation of the Co-option panel to appoint John 
Jackson to the Council and welcomed him to the meeting.  He was asked to sign 
the Declaration of Acceptance Book. 

 
745 MINUTES 
745.1 Members received and approved the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 

Tuesday 18th September 2018, subject to Councillor P Martin’s apologies being  
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           added and in Councillor J Fuller’s report the name Edwards to be amended to  
           Davies. 
 Exempt item 733.6 reference to scp points, to read “increased by two scp  
 increments” and 733.7 reference to scp point, to read “increase by one increment.”     
   

Proposed: Councillor S Heyes         Seconded: Councillor V Manro 
Vote: Agreed with three (3) abstentions.  

 
RESOLVED:  the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on Tuesday 

18th September 2018 be agreed and signed as a correct 
record subject to the above amendments. 

 
745.2 Members received and approved the minutes of the Extraordinary Full Council 

Meeting held on Tuesday 2nd October 2018 subject to amendment of exempt item 
739.1 last sentence to read as “A confidential report is held on file”.  

      
Proposed: Councillor S McDermott       Seconded: Councillor R Worman 
Vote: Agreed with three (3) abstentions.  

 
RESOLVED:  the minutes of the Extraordinary Full Council meeting 

held on Tuesday 2nd October 2018 be agreed and signed 
as a correct record subject to the above amendment. 

  
 

746 COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 Members received and noted the minutes of the following meetings and approved 

any actions and recommendations: 
 
746.1 Planning & Highways Committee held on Tuesday 4th September 2018 
 
 Proposed: Councillor P Booth     Seconded: Councillor D Smith 

Vote: Agreed unanimous  
 
RESOLVED:  to receive and note the minutes. 
 
Recommendations to be approved 
None 
 

746.2 Amenities & Leisure Committee held on Tuesday 11th September 2018  
 
 Proposed: Councillor V Manro       Seconded: Councillor S Heyes 
          Vote: Agreed unanimous. 

 
RESOLVED:  to receive and note the minutes 

 
Recommendations to be approved 
None 

 
746.3  Policy & Finance Committee held on Tuesday 28th August 2018 
           Meeting on 25th September cancelled.  Minutes to be approved at Policy & Finance 

Committee meeting on 23rd October 2018     
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747 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
   
 Councillor D Smith: Reported that assurances had been given by Councillor E  
           Faramarzi that the Borough Council would enforce parking on verges and  
           pavements.  Action:  To ask Councillor E Faramarzi for confirmation of the rules, 

and what enforcement residents can report.   
 
 Enquired about the development of land adjacent to Ventnor Close Allotments.  It 

was confirmed that this was allocated to Borough Council Housing land.  
 
 Councillor S Heyes:  Reported that he and Councillor V Manro had carried out site 

visits around Oakhurst and identified mature hedges/trees that required  
           maintenance. These have been reported to the Office staff and raised with Grounds 

Maintenance Contractor at next week’s meeting.  
 
 Councillor P Eagle:  Advised that the drains around the Blunsdon Road area were 

blocked.  Action:  To contact SBC to enquire about schedule.    
 
 Councillor D Rodgers:  Mentioned that the additional grass cuts to Clary Road had 

paid off and enabled a helicopter to gain easier access to the field.  
 

Reported that a resident’s shed encroaching on Council land at the rear of Burnet 
Close had now been removed.  It was asked if the Amenities Team could carry out 
a tidy up of the area. Questioned if the Environment Agency would be clearing the 
entrance to the culvert.  Action:  To follow up with the Environment Agency.    

 
 Councillor P Booth: The grit bin in Capesthorne Drive has now been installed and 

refilled.  The bin had been in addition to Queen Elizabeth Drive.  
 
 Councillor E Gerrard:  Mentioned that only the sides of the hedging in Westfield Way 

had been flayed and not the tops.  Action:  To follow up with Grounds Maintenance 
Contractor.   

 
 Councillor R Worman:  Following up on John Stooke’s observation on the angle 

piece of open space on Akers Way.  Confirmed this requires strimming.   
  

The request for the Locum Clerk to ascertain costs of holding an election is in hand.  
 
 Councillor S McDermott:  Noted that the Borough Council were carrying out weed 

killing in the area during wet weather.    
 
748    WARD COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
 There were no reports. 
 
749    CLERK’S REPORT 
  

• Councillor Mike Whelan resigned from the Council with effect from 2nd October   

2018. SBC Electoral Services have been notified and the vacancy is being  

   advertised until 30th October 2018. If no election is called, subsequent co-option  

   will be advertised.  A letter is to be sent from the Council thanking Mike for his  
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   valued contribution to the Council and community since 2012.  

   Three volunteers were asked for to carry out a possible co-option interview(s). 

 

• Council has received a lovely thank you from the Artists regarding the recent Art 

Exhibition.   I am writing to thank you once again for your generous gift of 

allowing us to use your meeting room free of charge for our art exhibition. The 

exhibition was attended by 135 visitors over the course of the week, mainly 

locals. The response from the visitors was excellent, and the turnout was the 

highest we have ever had.  Thank you once again. Annamaria Edwards 

(Treasurer) 

 

•  Budget queries presented last month: 
       Several fuel monitoring systems have now been put in place. Cashbook will now   

     indicate fuel for hand machines alongside vehicles. Reconciliations against Allstar  
     statements and each vehicle’s mileage forms. Red diesel cost is separate code  
     and at cost.  Aware that the Amenities fuel is going over budget (first 6 months  
     spent £3,351 and total budget is £5,500) – investigations as to why this is  
     happening are ongoing.  One of the tippers (BJ62 NLC) has a much higher fuel  
     consumption than others – checks will be made on tyre pressures, overloading, if  
     drivers are braking and accelerating too hard.  Note Grass Cutting has its own  
     fuel cost code since 18/19.   
 

• Land encroachment issues at Jason Close and Stardust Crescent are being     
progressed with results.  It has been confirmed that the fence line at the property  
in Stardust Crescent will be reinstated within the next 14 days. 

 

• A free GDPR training session at Chiseldon Parish Council is due to take place on         
 5th November.  Stephen Maskell at SBC will explain how Clerks can help each  

  other with the requirements of the new regulations. It was suggested that both the  
  administrators attend.  
 

• Councillors were asked to contact the office if they required a diary for 2019. 
 

• Emergency Planning Meeting – dates have been requested in October for a  
meeting between the Emergency Planning Working party and Nick Bancroft, SBC.  

  
 

750 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
750.1 The Councillors discussed the bank balances report and the schedule of payments 

 for September/October 2018 (purchase day book references pages 182-190 and  
           cashbook reference page 179) which had been tabled at the meeting. A number of 

queries were raised, which the Assistant Clerk confirmed would be looked into and 
reported back to next meeting.   

 

750.2 The meeting approved the documents and the Assistant Clerk requested for two  
           approved signatories to attend the office to sign off the payment schedule.  
 

Councillors S McDermott and V Manro agreed to attend the Office to check and sign 
the payment schedule. 
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Proposed: Councillor P Booth          Seconded:  Councillor V Manro 
Unanimous 

 
RESOLVED:  to accept the content of the reports and to approve the 

schedule of payments. 
.  

751     EXTERNAL AUDIT 
           The meeting was advised of the outcome of the Annual Governance &  
           Accountability Return (AGAR) for the year ending 31st March 2018. The “Notice of  
           Conclusion of Audit” and the certified AGAR report has been published on the  
           Parish Council’s website and noticeboards.  Two comments were made by the 

External Auditor on completion of the audit. 1. The AGAR was not accurately  
completed before submission for review.  The responses given in Section 1, Box 9  
and Section 2, Box 11 are not consistent.  2. The smaller authority has not provided:   
year end bank statements to support the bank reconciliation to section 2, Box 8.   
These were requested as part of our intermediate review procedures.  

 
752    SAVINGS PROPOSAL 

The meeting received a report and updated recommendations for the savings  
and a discussion took place on these options.    
 

752.1  Investments 
To defer investing in any long term opportunities until the statutory guidance is  
applied to the Council.  Produce an Investment policy to be adopted by Policy &  
Finance Committee by November 2018.  Invite discussion with Parish Council  
Financial Advisors to assess long term investment options.  
 
Proposed: Councillor R Worman         Seconded:  Councillor S McDermott  
Agreed  
 
    RESOLVED: To defer investing in long term opportunities until the  
statutory guidance is applied to the Council.  To produce an Investment policy 
to be adopted by Policy and Finance Committee by November 2018.  To invite 
discussion with Parish Council Financial Advisors to assess long term  
investment options.  
 

752.2 Banking 
To remain with the current bank provider and review the arrangements should  
charges start to be implemented.  
 
Proposed: Councillor V Manro         Seconded:  Councillor S McDermott  
Agreed  
 
      RESOLVED: To remain with the current bank provider and review the  
arrangements should charges start to be implemented.  
 

752.3 Santander Account 
To close the Santander Account with immediate effect due to accessibility and to 
transfer the funds of £113,416.27 as at 5th April 2018, to the HSBC Business Savings 
Account. 
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Proposed: Councillor R Worman         Seconded:  Councillor S McDermott  
Agreed  
 
      RESOLVED: To close the Santander Account with immediate effect and to 
transfer the funds of £113,416.27 as at 5th April 2018, to the HSBC Business  
Savings Account. 
 
The transitional plan for banking procedures during the election period next May to 
be referred to the Policy & Finance Committee for further discussion. 
 

 
753 GRASS AND HEDGE CUTTING UPDATE  
 The meeting received details of the grass and hedge cutting schedule for the period 

1 October to 31st October 2018.   The hedge cutting contractors are currently in 
Woodhall Park and Westfield Way and would then move into the Greenmeadow  

           and Haydon Wick Village locations. The Grass team will be grass cutting week  
           commencing 22nd October starting in Abbey Meads.  A final cut in November would 

be carried out if required. 
            
           At the last meeting of the Amenities & Leisure Committee it was agreed to arrange 

a meeting between the Council’s Hedge cutting contractor, the Clerk and several 
Councillors.  This to take place week commencing 22nd October 2018.   

 
754 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT GROUP   

Councillor S McDermott reported on the following items: 
 

754.1  The meeting was advised that Councillor S McDermott would be standing down 
as Chair of the Community Engagement Group.  Volunteers were asked if they 
would take on this role. As none were forthcoming, it was agreed that Councillor 
L Brown would chair future meetings. 

 
754.2  Update on Haydon Wick Living Magazine – Due to go to the printer in the next 

few days.  Delivery of the magazine will take place during November.  
 

754.3  Children’s contribution to World War 1-  Pupils at Haydon Wick Primary School 
           will be involved in producing artwork of poppies and related WW1 images.  

These will be laminated and cover the fencing in front of the Council offices.   
 
Builder’s contribution to World War 1  – The building contractor, Donovans,   
working on the extension to Home Ground Surgery, has kindly offered a  
donation and given permission for the Council to decorate the hoarding board.   
 
Artists’ contribution to World War 1 - A local artist has been commissioned to 
paint WW1 commemorative figures on the hoarding board to co-ordinate with 
the Tommy figure. 
 
White stones and boulders for the memorial garden have kindly been donated 
by AWBS.  
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An article relating to the above will be submitted to the Swindon Advertiser and 
the Link magazine, as well as an honorable mention in the Haydon Wick Living 
Magazine to those who have contributed to the WW1 displays.    
 
Councillor S McDermott was thanked for all her hard work.  Volunteers were 
asked for to help laminate the poppies. 
 

755    SWINDON BOROUGH COUNCIL WASTE STRATEGY CONSULTATION 
The meeting was advised that SBC is developing a Waste Strategy that will set 
out the principles of how it will manage Swindon’s waste over the next ten years, 
along with some specific measures it will introduce in the first 12 months to 
improve its recycling rate. A six week engagement period with local residents 
from 10th September to 19th October, includes an online survey and various drop 
in events.  The results of the questionnaire will help inform members when 
making decisions on future waste service delivery.  The draft Waste Strategy 
will go to the Council’s Cabinet on 5th December 2018 for review and approval.  
 
After discussion, it was agreed to submit a response to the consultation that the 
Parish Council had concerns about the Waste Strategy in that reduced recycling  
options for plastics would increase the volume of fly tipping. Councillors and 
residents have been encouraged to complete the Waste Strategy Survey.  

  
Councillor S McDermott left the meeting at 9.10 pm  
 
756    LAPTOP  
          The meeting was advised of the intention to provide a laptop with full office and 

adobe for the Magazine Editor.  Several options have been researched,  
           including seeking advice on costs and specifications from the Council’s  
           Computer Support Services. It was agreed that this item be deferred to the next 

Full Council meeting, pending further details of the options. 
 
Councillor S McDermott returned to the meeting at 9.15 pm 
  
757  ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 
 Budget aspirations 

 Request received by RCCG Christ’s Love Assembly Group to contribute to the 

Christmas Parcel Scheme  

 
758 EXEMPT 
 
759 COUNCILLOR NON-ATTENDANCE 
 The meeting was advised of the legislation relating to a Councillor’s non- 

attendance at meetings.  Council was advised of the reasons for Councillor         
P Martin’s absence, and the Clerk’s recommendation to accept his continued 
absence and allow him flexibility for the remainder of the municipal year.    

 Councillor P Martin advised the meeting that he would endeavor to attend 
meetings whenever he was able.  

  
Proposed: Councillor J Jackson      Seconded:  Councillor E Gerrard 
Agreed  
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        RESOLVED:   that the Council accept Councillor Martin’s reasons for 
continued absence and allow him flexibility for the remainder of the 
municipal year.  

 
760 UPDATE ON INSURANCE CLAIM 
 The meeting received an update on an insurance claim relating to damage to a 

vehicle caused by one of the Parish Council’s grass cutting machines.  After  
  discussion, it was recommended to accept the insurance settlement figure  
           provided by the Council’s insurance company and to agree that the remaining 

balance for the repair of the claimant’s vehicle, is paid in full and coded to 
Vandalism 4350/304. Correspondence to the claimant to state that this amount 
is in full and final settlement of the claim and that no further liability would be 
accepted.     

 
Proposed: Councillor L Brown      Seconded:  Councillor S McDermott 
Agreed with one (1) objection  

 
       RESOLVED: to accept the insurance settlement figure from the  
          Council’s Insurance Company and to pay the remaining balance of the 

repair to the damaged vehicle.  This to be coded to Vandalism 4350/304. 
To state to the claimant that this would be full and final settlement of the 
claim and that no further liability would be accepted.   

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.40 pm.       Chairman:   ___________________ 
 


