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Minutes of the Amenities & Leisure Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 12th June 2018  
at 7.30 pm 
 
In attendance: Councillors R Hailstone (Chair),  D Bower, L Brown, P Eagle, S Heyes,                   

S McDermott, D Smith, M Whelan and R Worman 
 
Ward Councillors:  None present 
 
Assistant Clerk: Caroline Roberts 
 
1  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
        
       Councillors E Baker Lee (medical), P Booth (medical) and V Manro (medical) 
 
       Apologies accepted 
 
 Ward Councillors – None received 
 
2  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
   

None declared    
 
3 PUBLIC RECESS 
  
      There were no members of the public present 
   
4  MINUTES  
  
 To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 8th May 2018 
 
  Proposed: Councillor S McDermott    Seconded: Councillor P Eagle 
   Vote: Agreed  
 

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Amenities & Leisure Committee 
Meeting held on Tuesday 8th May 2018 be signed as a 
correct record  

 
 

5      EXEMPT ITEMS - EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC  
 
Certain items are expected to include the consideration of exempt information and  
the Committee is, therefore, recommended to resolve "That, in accordance with  
Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded during  
the discussion of the matters referred to in the items listed below, on the grounds  
that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the  
respective paragraph of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act, and the public interest 
 in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the  
information" 
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6     CLERK’S REPORT 
 

 The Clerk updated Members on the following items; 

       Expressed thanks to the Councillors for their hard work in organising the official 
opening of the recently refurbished Heaton Close Play area.  The event was a great 
success  

 
       Planters have now been planted by Envisage. Amenities watering as and when 

required 
 
      The Community Garden on the corner of High Street has been returned to Council 

control. Has been cleared and added to the grass schedule 
 
 An Amenities Operative has been appointed on a 12 month temporary contract and 

is due to commence on 2nd July 2018 
 
      Permission has been granted to the tenants on plots 14B Rose Walk and 17B 

Goodearl to erect a shed on their plots, as they are both within the agreed 
guidelines 

 
      The Allotment Management Software has been purchased and online training will 

take place this month  
 
      An update on Little Copse play area clearance was provided.  All the play 

equipment has been removed and in the process of removing steel railings and 
posts 

 
      The war memorial Tommy figure for the front garden has been delivered.  The two 

seats are on order and advised of up to 6 weeks delivery   
 
      Provided an update on the proposed new Tadpole Field Access planning 

application and advised that this is shortly due to be submitted to SBC now that the 
appropriate amendments have been made  

 
      Reported positive feedback from a resident on the swift action and excellent service 

carried out by the Grounds Maintenance staff 
 
      Reported that damage had been caused to the driver side wing mirror on the 

Community Bus.  A replacement mirror has been to be fitted.   
       
 
7    ACTION REVIEW SUMMARY 
       
      Noted 

  
8    ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR 
      
      The Chair asked for nominations for the position of Vice-Chair. Councillor D Bower was  
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      proposed by Councillor L Brown and seconded by Councillor S McDermott.  As no other 
nominations were made Councillor D Bower was elected     

   
9    CLARY ROAD LITTER BIN 

 
 A request has been received from a Councillor to consider the removal of a litter bin 
 in Clary Road field due to fly tipping.  After discussion, it was agreed to leave the bin 
 in place and attach a notice to the effect that only general waste was to be disposed  
 of and not household waste. Further action would be taken if traced back to the  
 owner 

 
10   PEOPLES TRUST FOR ENDANGERED SPECIES  

       
     The meeting was asked to consider registering the Wick Farm Community Orchard  
     with the Peoples Trust for Endangered Species.  The location of the Orchard would  
     be shown on a map, which also includes the one in Penhill. After discussion, it was  
     agreed that the Wick Farm Community Orchard should be registered  
   
 

11   PROTECTION FOR HEDGEHOGS 
 

Councillor S McDermott presented details about the Protection for Hedgehogs. The 
meeting considered whether there would be any secluded corners of open spaces  
which could be left to grow wild, thus encouraging hedgehogs into this habitat. 
Other advice is that residents get together and cut small holes in fencing to allow  
hedgehogs to access connecting gardens. 
It was suggested putting an article in a future edition of the Haydon Wick Living  
Magazine  

 
12  GRASS CUTTING 

        
    The Assistant Clerk provided an update on the grass cutting and explained that due  
    to the weather conditions in March this hindered the start of the grass cutting  
    schedule and the Grass  Cutting Team were unable to complete a full cut of all areas.  
 
    The current set back now is mainly due to the vigorous growth spurt of the grass  
    during May as a result of the grass seeding and the combination of wet and warm  
    weather.  Staff shortages and machinery servicing have also been contributing  
    factors. However the cut from June onwards should improve the condition of the 
    grass.  
        
    The team provides frequent updates on where they are with the four-weekly grass  
     cutting cycle.   
     Areas reported by residents as being missed or poor quality are logged on a daily  
     worksheet and responded to promptly.   
    
    The meeting was provided with details of costings from its Hedge Cutting  
     Contractor, who indicated that he may be in a position to offer large area grass  
     cutting within the next few weeks. This would enable the grass cutting team to  
     concentrate on the smaller areas of grass.  
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    The Assistant Clerk suggested monitoring quality and frequency more closely,  
    utilising a member of the Amenities Team to carry out additional strimming, and  
    issuing weekly updates on social media. 
 
    A full discussion took place in which the following concerns were raised:  

 the number of cuts being carried out, and the need for larger open spaces and 
play areas to be cut fortnightly during the summer months  

 the poor quality of the grass cutting in certain areas 

 the possibility of cutting footpaths only through large open spaces, eg. bank at 
Taw Hill  

 how to manage the enquiries and complaints in the office  

 the need for a review of the type of machinery used and staffing levels for next  
     year 

    
    Following the discussion, Councillor D Bower proposed that a contractor be  
    employed by the Council to assist with the grass cutting of the large open spaces and  
    play areas, as identified, on a fortnightly basis during the summer months, with a  
    review in October 2018. This will enable the grass cutting team to concentrate on the  
    smaller residential areas of the parish.  
    It was agreed that Councillors D Bower and S Heyes provide a list of the proposed  
    areas to be cut and these to be presented at the next Full Council meeting, prior to  
    quotes being obtained.   
         
    Proposed: Councillor D Bower                            Seconded:  S Heyes 
    Vote:  five (5) for      three (3) against     one (1) abstention     
            
         RESOLVED:  To provide a list of the proposed large open spaces and play  
         areas to be cut on a fortnightly basis during the summer months, with a  
         review in October 2018, and to present these at the next Full Council  
         Meeting, prior to quotes being obtained 
 
13   SECURITY - GOODEARL 
       
       The meeting received details of a report in which a strimmer had been stolen from  
       the vicinity of the Amenities Compound site at Goodearl Allotments.  
       This incident had been reported to the police 
 
       Councillor S Heyes provided a report of the findings following the trial of the 
       CCTV camera purchased for the Goodearl Compound site. The pros and cons  
       were discussed and it was considered there is a need for a second mobile camera  
       to be trialled, as the first one does not have the best solar recharge so will require  
       frequent maintenance and regular replacement of batteries.  The second one which  
       has been recommended to trial has a more powerful solar charge. Also as there is  
       no power available at or near all the play parks, it is suggested that solar is the  
       preferred option to power the camera.  
     
      It was proposed that agreement is given to purchase, from the CCTV budget, a  
      second more powerful solar camera to trial and assess suitability  
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      Proposed:   Councillor S Heyes                    Seconded:  Councillor D Smith  
          Vote:   Agreed 

 
                  RESOLVED:  To authorise the purchase, from the CCTV budget, of a     
                  second more powerful solar camera to trial 
 
14    SKATE PARK 
         
        The meeting received details of skate park equipment and the play area  
        refurbishment working party were asked to set a date to meet and discuss the  
        proposed refurbishment of the Haydonleigh skate park. 
        It was agreed that the working party members meet on Tuesday 10th July 2018 at  
        6.45 pm. prior to the A & L meeting, at the Haydonleigh Skate.  This would enable  
        the working party to engage with the users of the skate park  
 
15    KGV FIELD CHARITY EVENT 
        
        A request has been received from CLIC Sargent, Cancer Care for Children, to hold  
        a Charity Fun Day on 21st July 2018, and for the Council to grant permission for  
        the use of KGV field area at the rear at the Fox and Hounds Pub to erect a bouncy  
        castle and other activities. The organiser has its own Public Liability Insurance  
        cover.   
        It was agreed to grant this request.  
 
16    ROSPA REPORTS 
         
        The meeting was advised that the current RoSPA reports have been placed on the  
        Councillor partition. 
        The Assistant Clerk provided an update on works completed.  
 
17    COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

 
Councillor D Bower:       provided feedback on the Heaton Close play park  
                                       opening, and commented that it was one of the most  
                                       successful and well publicised community events the  
                                       Parish Council had encountered 
 
Councillor R Worman:     Enquired if the damaged wooden barrier fencing in old  
         Blunsdon Road had been reported.  Response: It was  
                                       confirmed that this had been passed to Swindon Borough  
         Council Highways as a priority job 
 
         Raised the issue of the overgrown foliage around one of  
                                        the trees in Whitworth Road, which is causing visibility  
                                        and access problems.  Asked if this could be raised as a  
                                        priority job 
 
Councilor P Eagle:      Queried the protocol for Councillors not providing a 
                                        reason for for their apologies at meetings 

   



Page 185 
 

Councillor D Smith:          Reported that he had noticed a sign at the ASDA  
                                         junction of Thamesdown Drive indicating CCTV in  
                                         operation.  Response:  It was noted that these are small  
                                         monitoring cameras 
 
Councillor S McDermott:  Confirmed that she would give a full report of the Heaton  
                                         Close play park opening in her Community Engagement    
           Group report at the next Full Council meeting. 
                                         She also extended her thanks to Dave New for his work 
                                         in trimming the hedging and Councillor D Bower’s  
                                         wife for her contribution in the play park opening  
                                         preparations 
 
Councillor R Hailstone:    Also extended his thanks to Councillors who helped  
                                         organise and attend the Heaton Close play park  
                                         opening  
 
          Mentioned the requirement for a dedicated email and/or  
                                         telephone number for grass and hedge cutting 
                                         queries to be referred to  
 
          Raised the issue of weeds in the gutters.  Councillor D  
                                         Bower mentioned that he and some residents had  
                                        carried out weeding in their area and had filled a number 
                                        of green bags with weeds 
     

 
18     ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 
          
        Update on hedge cutting  
    

 
19    EXEMPT ITEMS   

  
None 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The meeting closed at   9.10 pm                  Chairman: ___________________ 


