
Page 190 
 

Minutes of the Amenities & Leisure Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 14th August  
2018 at 7.30 pm 
 
In attendance: Councillors R Hailstone (Chair), P Booth, L Brown, P Eagle, S Heyes,           

V Manro, S McDermott, D Smith, R Worman and M Whelan.  
 
Ward Councillors:  None present 
 
Locum Clerk: Georgina Morgan-Denn 
Administrator:  Sandra Kelly 
 
The meeting commenced at 7.40pm 
 
1  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
       There were no apologies.  
 
 Ward Councillors – None received 
 
2  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
  None declared.    
 
3 PUBLIC RECESS 
       There were two members of the public present who made a representation to 

Council concerning issues with over grown hedges and brambles in various 
locations around the Parish including roundabouts and in private gardens. The 
Chairman asked those residents to kindly provide a list of the locations and the 
Parish Council will write a letter to the residents.   

 
Cllr Hailstone asked for a magazine article politely asking residents to keep their 
hedges tidy to be added to the next Haydon Wick Living  

   
4  MINUTES  
 To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 10th July 2018 
 

  Proposed: Councillor P Eagle                       Seconded: Councillor S Heyes 
   Vote: Agreed with one (1) abstention.  
 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Amenities & Leisure Committee Meeting 
held on Tuesday 10th July 2018 be signed as a correct record.  

 
5    EXEMPT ITEMS - EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC  
      Certain items are expected to include the consideration of exempt information and  
      the Committee is, therefore, recommended to resolve "That, in accordance with  
      Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded during  
      the discussion of the matters referred to in the items listed below, on the grounds  
      that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the  
      respective paragraph of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act, and the public interest 
      in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the  
      information" 
 

Agenda item 19 - Amenities & Grass Cutting Team Review 
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Agenda item 20 – Portable Toilet Quotations 
 

6     VICE-CHAIRMAN ELECTION 
 The Chair asked for nominations for the position of Vice-Chair.  Councillor E Baker-

Lee was proposed and as no other nominations were made Councillor E Baker-Lee 
was elected.  

 
  Proposed: Councillor L Brown   Seconded: Councillor P Booth 
   Vote: Agreed unanimously.  
 

RESOLVED: that Councillor E Baker-Lee was elected as Vice-Chairman of 
Amenities & Leisure Committee.  

  
7     CLERK’S REPORT 
   The Clerk updated Members on the following items:  

(a) Amenities & Grass Cutting Teams 
Reported it was brought to the Office’s attention that Swindon Borough Council 
(SBC) had already commenced their hedge cuts. Following advice from the 
Borough’s Officer the Council must comply with the law that it is an offence 
under S1 of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 to intentionally take or damage or 
destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use or being built. Hedge cuts are 
avoided between March and end of July (subject to nesting season which is 
weather dependent) – although certain bird specifies will continue to nest later so 
hedge should be visually checked before and during the work.  
 
Hedge cutting schedule commences this week (13/08/18) – Abbey Meads and 
then it flows on.   
 
Statistics were presented to members showing the number of enquiries the 
Office receives for Grass Cutting, Amenities and Hedge Cutting since May 18 to 
date. A suggestion to change the layout to portrait was received. 
 
Reported the Amenities Team had received thanks from a resident for their 
prompt response to a recent case.   
 
Confirmed the Parish Council has been given authorisation to use the Mazurek 
Way bus lane when emptying bins at the Orbital Centre on the NA10 YYZ and 
BJ62 NLC vehicles. 

 
(b) Wick Farm Orchard - People’s Trust Registration 

Reported the registering with the People’s Trust of Endangered Species does 
not actually protect the orchard but they offer advice if required. The orchard can 
be added to a national map but more information is needed on a survey with 
questions including size in acres, type of orchard etc.  Councillor Linda Brown 
offered to assist with this survey. 

Action: Councillor Brown to assist with the People’s Trust Registration 

(c) Haycrop cut 
Envisage has cut Tadpole Field.  
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(d) ROSPA Update 
Progress of the schedule of works to be discussed in the Amenities Teams 
report in exempt item 19 at the end of the meeting. 

 
(d) Toucan Crossing 

Bushes have been trimmed back to improve visibility and it is the intention of 
SBC to start the Toucan Crossing installation at Oakhurst Way on Monday 13 
August and the traffic lights for the Toucan will be installed around 27 August.  
The Parish Council has contacted the SBC Officer about the opposite side and 
currently waiting for a response. 

 
(e) Fun Day vols – Saturday 1st September 

There was a call-out for any volunteers to help with this event and to contact the 
Office by close of play on Friday 17th August with their availability.  

 
(f) HWPC’s Planning Application to Tadpole Field Access  

Confirmation that is being processed with SBC and any detailed enquiries 
received by residents are being discussed at the next Planning meeting on 4th 
September.   

 
(g) Community Mini-bus Accident 

A small accident occurred when a community bus driver reversed into a grass 
cutting machine. Minor repairs are being looked into by the Assistant Clerk. 

 
8     ACTION REVIEW SUMMARY 
      Noted. 

 

9    OUTDOOR GYM EQUIPMENT 
The meeting received a report from members of the committee following a site 
visit of St Andrews Ridge Outdoor Gym, prior to the meeting. The project was 
met with general support from members but further clarity was needed on what 
figure has been committed in the 18/19 budget – as well as consideration to the 
ongoing maintenance costs. There were also comments on how the usage could 
be restricted to casual use only and it was suggested that signage could be 
installed to deter this.     

 

10   SKATE PARK  
 The meeting discussed the priority of the refurbishment project at the Skate 
Park. The Locum Clerk updated members on a meeting she had recently with 
the school and an amended lease from SBC has now been received. The Locum 
Clerk asked a Councillor to assist her to check the amended lease accurately 
reflects the Council’s position. 

 
Following a discussion, a proposal was put forward to look at Heaton Close 
MUGA refurbishment in this financial year and to postpone the Skate Park 
refurbishment.   

        
Proposed:    Councillor P Eagle  Seconded: Councillor R Worman 
 
This proposal fell due to a mis-understanding in the original proposal and a 
counter proposal was put forward to remove postponing the Skate Park 
refurbishment.   
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Proposer Councillor S McDermott  Seconded:  Councillor S Heyes  
Vote:  Agreed with one (1) abstention. 

 
RESOLVED:   To get quotes for MUGA refurbishment at Heaton Close and 
to review the Skate Park refurbishment after the Parish Council signs the 
lease.   
 
Action: Councillor Hailstone to assist the Locum Clerk with finalising the lease. 

 

11  SEVENFIELDS 
Councillor Worman raised a number of issues concerning the grounds 
maintenance of Sevenfields.  It was suggested that a meeting with Rob Core 
from SBC would help to clarify the Parish Council’s responsibilities.   

 
Action: Locum Clerk to arrange a meeting with SBC. 

 

12  DOG FOULING 
Members received an update from Councillor Hailstone on SBC’s Dog Fouling 
programme. SBC Dog Wardens are using ‘clean it up’ stencils to encourage dog 
walkers to pick up after their pets.  The paint is temporary and will only last a few 
weeks. It was suggested the Amenities Team begin to alert SBC of any dog fouling 
hot spots in the Parish. 
 
Action: Locum Clerk to ask the Amenities Team to report dog fouling hot spots to 
SBC’s Dog Wardens.  

 

13  CCTV INSTALLATION 
Councillor Manro informed the meeting a CCTV camera has been trialled and 
running satisfactorily on its solar panels. A trial location at the Grounds 
Management Depot was agreed.  The camera will be moved to other areas in 
the Parish where vandalism is prevalent - this will require poles to be installed.  It 
was suggested that if the cameras are a successful deterrent more could be 
purchased. There was a discussion concerning the licenses to be able to view 
and capture the imagery and the Locum Clerk will investigate this further.   
 
Action: Locum Clerk to investigate the CCTV licencing.   

 

14 LEISURE GARDENS  
Councillors received a report following the Leisure Gardens inspection on 7th 

August 2018. Members agreed to start offering non-parishioners on the waiting 

list plots that are vacant in the Parish [Allotment T&Cs 3(b)]. It was confirmed 

that a benchmarking exercise had previously taken place and rental fees are 

consistent with other parishes in Swindon.  There was confirmation that the 

contract renewal date is in-line with the growing season and will not be changed 

to run concurrently with the Council’s financial year.  There was a discussion 

that, despite being a condition in the lease, many of the plots are missing their 

plot numbers which is causing administrative issues particularly when there are 

inspections and issuing renewal letters.  It was suggested that other Councils are 

contacted to see what they do 

Action: Locum Clerk to suggest dates for plot holders meeting. 
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15  COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
Councillor E Baker- Lee reported there had been an incident at the skatepark 
involving a teenager being mugged.  

 
Councillor P Booth reported waste bags are being left at corner Westfield Way - 
it was confirmed these are from volunteer litter pickers which get collected by the 
Amenities Team. 
 
Councillor R Worman would like to see the weed spraying list from SBC to 
understand their regime more fully.   

 
Councillor L Brown reported the security company is still not walking through the 
King George V field.  She suggested adding an indemnity clause added to future 
contracts if any expenses are incurred because the security company have not 
checked the field properly. 

 
Councillor S McDermott reported the planters are not being watered and queried 
why not. The Locum Clerk explained that it was not clear who was responsible 
for maintaining them after they were installed by Envisage. This has now been 
clarified and the Amenities Team will take it on.  

 
Councillor V Manro explained a section of grass keeps get missing outside his 
home and reiterated the heavy cut of hedges is a priority.  He had also met with 
a resident in Baxter Close and resolved a grass cutting issue.   

 
Councillor S Heyes reported a street light, which had been out of action for 
considerable length of time, had been fixed but had been vandalised again.  The 
management company for the Orbital – Vister have been contacted. 

 
Councillor R Hailstone reported the footpath from Wicks Close keeps being 
forgotten by the Grass Cutting Team and there was a broken barrier on Furlong 
Way, which was SBC’s responsibility to fix.  

 
16   ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 
        Items proposed next Amenities & Leisure Committee meeting to be held on      

Tuesday 11th September 2018 include Heaton Close MUGA refurbishment 
quotations and the Skatepark Lease.  

 
17   EXEMPT ITEMS   

 

  17.1   AMENITIES & GRASS CUTTING TEAM REVIEW 
Members considered the confidential report from the Locum Clerk and agreed to 
progress the following items: 
a) To hold a team meeting with Councillors to take place in September 
b) To hold a Personnel Committee meeting in August 
c) To train various members of the team in Manual Handling, ROSPA 

Inspections and First Aid.  Cost implication is £395. 
d) To get permission from the individual staff members to contact their doctors 

before commencing a Hepatitis B and DTaP inoculation programme. 
e) To proceed with setting up an email account and train the supervisors in a 

new approach of reporting Amenities and Grass Cutting Jobs.  The ‘Haydon 
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Wick Parish Council Grounds Management Team’ will have a dedicated 
telephone and email account set up for residents to raise any issues. It is 
hoped this will streamline the reporting process. 
 
Proposer Councillor V Manro Seconded:  Councillor P Booth 
Vote:  Agreed unanimously. 

 
RESOLVED:   To set up an email account and telephone number for the 
Haydon Wick Parish Council Grounds Management team.  
 

f) To add vehicle livery displaying the new email and telephone number to the 
Grounds Management team’s vehicles, including the ride-on mower and the 
estimates to be considered at the Policy & Finance Committee meeting on 
28th August 2018.  

 

17.2 PORTABLE TOILET QUOTATIONS 
To defer considering the three quotations for Portable Toilets at the Grounds 
Management team’s base until the Policy & Finance Committee meeting on 
the 28th August 2018. 

           

 
 
       
 
 
 
 

 
 
The meeting closed at 9.40pm                  Chairman: ___________________ 


