
HAYDON PARISH COUNCIL – 2018/19 PRECEPT 

At the Full Council meeting held on Tuesday 16th January 2018, the Council discussed and agreed 

the budget for the upcoming financial year 2018/19.  The decision was to increase the precept by 

£12.04 per year for a Band "D" property.  This brings the precept for a Band "D" property to £62.59, 

equivalent to £1.20 per week, less than the cost of a cup of coffee. While this is an increase of 

around 23.8% compared with other parishes offering similar services the total amount of precept is 

still fairly low. 

The Councillors considered first the base budget with the reduction in funding from Swindon 

Borough Council applied plus the inclusion of inflationary increases, the provision of an in-house 

grass cutting service and the need to contract a hedge/bush cutting service.  

The reduction in funding from the Borough Council for 2017/18 totals £31,462 (being the reductions 

in transitional funding of £28,990 and in the Council Tax Support Grant (CTSG) of £2,472) which had 

not budget savings being made would have resulted in an increase on the precept of a Band D 

equivalent of £12.24. However, due to careful reductions in some budget lines and ensuring that all 

budgets are ‘fit for purpose’, the Councillors have been able to reduce the increase, having 

accommodated the effects of inflation, loss of funding from the Borough Council, absorbing the 

grass cutting service in house, national salary increases and pension payments, to £8.76 per year for 

a Band D property.  

In addition to the base budget consideration was then given to requests received from residents and 

groups for improvements around the parish. Unfortunately, while in a perfect world the Councillors 

would wish to meet every aspiration made, common sense has to prevail not only in financial terms 

but also in the available resource to carry out the work required. The new projects which have been 

agreed are shown in the table below and are aimed at ensuring services are provided and 

maintained at a high level  

 
PROJECT 

ESTIMATED 
COST 

 
COMMENT 

PRECEPT IMPACT 
(Band D) 

Mobile CCTV for play 
areas £1,500 Protection of play equipment £0.17 

Additional admin post 
(including all on-costs) 

£25,550 
Required for additional work such as 

arising from the General Data 
Protection Regulation  

£2.83 

Increase Councillor 
Allowances 

£572 
First increase in three years – 

allowances will be at 46.75% of that 
suggested by the Borough Council 

£0.06 

Additional 
photocopying 

£2,000 
Required for planning applications as 

large maps no longer provided 
£0.22 

        
TOTAL    £3.28 

The overall increase on the precept for 2017/18 will be £12.04 (£8.76 + £3.28) making the parish 

precept for 2018/19 £62.59.  

 

While the new Haydon Wick precept will be £62.59 this is still short of the predicted precept of £76+ 

for the Parish when services were originally transferred from the Borough Council in April 2015. 

Details of the budget by work area will be available in the next edition of Haydon Living 


